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REMARKS 

Claims 116 and 120 have been amended as kindly suggested by Examiner Mehta and a new 
Abstract has been incorporated, also adopting the Examiner's suggestions. In addition, claims 116 
and 120 have been amended to obviate the rejection over Fire. Support for this amendment is found 
on page 4 of the specification at lines 9-11 which describes SRMs as having minus 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 
nucleotides from 25 nucleotides. Thus, each of the lengths set forth in claims 116 and 120 is 
supported by the specification. 

Applicants would appreciate the Examiner exercising his discretion to enter these proposed 
amendments, though made after final, as they overcome the outstanding grounds for rejection and 
place the claims in a position for allowance. 

Taking the comments in the outstanding Office action in turn, the Abstract was objected to 
because of the term "consisting essentially of and applicants have adopted the Examiner's 
suggestion to replace this assertedly new matter with "are." The Abstract is further amended to 
substantially reflect the terms used in the present claims when referring to SRMs, SARMs, and 
SSRMs. 

Similarly, claims 116-124 were rejected based on an objection to the same terminology. The 
Examiner kindly suggested replacing "consisting essentially of with "are" in claim 116 and this has 
been done and "consisting essentially" has been deleted from claim 120. As these were the 
Examiner's suggestions, it is believed that entry of at least this portion of the amendment should be 
granted. 
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As to the limitation on the length of the SSRMs and SARMs in claims 116 and 120, this 
clearly distinguishes Fire which requires a minimum of 25 bases, no matter how Fire is interpreted 1 . 
As this clearly obviates the outstanding rejection over Fire, it is believed that this places the pending 
claims, claims 116-124, in a position for allowance. 

If minor issues remain that might be obviated by a telephone conversation, a call to the 
undersigned is respectfully requested. 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the Patent 
Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, applicants petition for any 
required relief including extensions of time and authorize the Commissioner to charge the cost of 
such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this document to Deposit 
Account No. 03-1952 referencing docket No. 616292000111 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: March 3, 2008 By: / Kate H. Murashige / 

Kate H. Murashige 

Registration No.: 29,959 
MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP 
12531 High Bluff Drive, Suite 100 
San Diego, California 92130-2040 
Telephone: (858) 720-5112 
Facsimile: (858) 720-5125 



1 It is noted for the record that, although these claims are hereby limited to a size range of 20-24 nt, the disclosure in 
Fire only refers to dsRNA molecules in which the length of identity between the dsRNA and the target RNA is at least 
25nt in length. There is no support in Fire for a dsRNA molecule in which the length of the molecule is in the size 
range of 25-30 nt. The Applicant hereby specifically reserves the right in a continuation or divisional application to 
seek issuance of claims similar to those presented herein but encompassing the full size range of 20-30nt in length. 
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